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Adjustments in the U. S, Arctic Strategy During the Biden

Administration: Motivations.Impacts,and Structural Challenges

Gao Fei
(Law School, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract: During the Biden administration, significant shifts in the geopolitical landscape of the
Arctic prompted the U. S. government to make substantial adjustments to its Arctic strategy. These
adjustments focused on several key areas: emphasizing the security value of the Arctic, intensifying
great power competition with China and Russia, integrating the management mechanisms for Arctic
affairs,and elevating the priority of climate issues while closely intertwining them with Arctic geopoli-
tics. The Biden administration’s adjustment of its Arctic strategy was driven by multiple factors,in-
cluding the desire to reshape the Arctic governance order to assert regional dominance,respond to the
rapidly changing geopolitical landscape in the Arctic, implement climate policies in the region, and
serve American national strategy. This strategic shift is expected to have far-reaching implications,in-
cluding the persistence of geopolitical tensions in the Arctic, the further alignment of U. S. Arctic
strategy with its Indo-Pacific strategy,the fragmentation of the traditional Arctic governance system,
and the emergence of a new governance framework for the region. However, the implementation of the
U. S. Arctic strategy faces a series of structural challenges. These include constraints posed by the do-
mestic political environment, insufficient Arctic infrastructure, delayed resource allocation, and struc-
tural conflicts between the Alaskan state government and the federal government. Given the increasing
intensity of U. S, -China competition in the Arctic,China should carefully observe the evolution of the
U. S. Arctic strategy, identify opportunities for U. S, -China cooperation in the Arctic, mend differ-
ences,and promote constructive engagement in Arctic relations between the two countries.
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