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A Comparative Study on the Cooperation Program Between South

Korea's New Northern Policy and China's Polar Silk Road Initiative

Guo Peiqing! Song Han?
(1. School of International Affairs and Public Administration, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China;
2.School of Law, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract: As active participants with common interests in the Arctic region, China and South Ko-
rea enjoy brightprospects for cooperation in the Arctic economy. South Korea proposed ‘New North-
ern Policy’ onthe Arctic development while China put forward ‘Polar Silk Road’ initiative to partici-
pate in the Arctic Affairs. “New Northern Policy” and “Polar Silk Road” initiative have much in com-
mon, that is, these two policies areboth polar-oriented development strategies, share the same goal in
the Arctic development andpromote the common development of Northeast Asian economy. By com-
parison, it can be found that‘New Northern Policy’ and ‘Polar Silk Road’ have opportunities for co-
operation from Northeast China to the Arctic region, even though they may face such problems as
lack of mutual trust, geopolitical challenges, homogeneous competition, the uncertainty of Russia’s
policy in the process of cooperation. China and South Korea can avail themselves of these opportunities
to promote cooperation between China and South Korea, North Korea and Russia, facilitate the insti-
tutionalization of mutual Arctic cooperation, even to build the Northeast Asian Economic Community.
The Arctic may become a new driving factor for cooperation and integration of Northeast Asia.

Key words: China-ROK relations; the Arctic; New Northern Policy; Polar Silk Road
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