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Political Space, Authority Construction and the Evolution of
the Arctic Council’s Effectiveness
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Abstract: Political space and the authority construction are key dimensions in analysing the
effectiveness of international regimes. Global power structure and the nature of governance issues
jointly shape the external political space of the international regime. Coercive force and legitimacy
are the core of regime authority. The effectiveness of the Arctic Council has undergone three
phases: institutional inception, development and consolidation, and turbulence and adjustment.
The establishment of the Arctic Council was facilitated by a shift in the international power
landscape, the relaxation of regional rivalries, and the emergence of new cooperative norms. By
leveraging a relatively stable political space, the Council has enhanced its legitimacy and coercive
capacity, thereby consolidating its institutional authority and gradually establishing itself as the
most influential international institution in the Arctic region. With the escalation of confrontation
between the West and Russia, the Arctic Council’s political space has been constrained and its
institutional authority undermined, which has severely restricted its effectiveness. In the short
term, the Arctic Council continues to face difficulties in enhancing its effectiveness. Key
underlying causes include the distortion of the external political space necessary for the
regime’s operation, new challenges arising from the growing complexity and diversification of
regional governance issues, a decline of acceptance and compliance of Arctic states, and the
inherent limitations of the Council.

Key words: international regime, the effectiveness of regimes, political space, authority

construction, Arctic Council
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